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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-379969) 


FROM: 


SAC, WFO (100-24914) (P) 


WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 

SM - MISCELLANEOUS 

(Racial Intelligence Section) 

(00 :PH) 

Re Bureau airtel, 1/16/68 requesting WFO review of 
passport and. other appropriate State Department records for ( 
information available concerning SMITH; Philadelphia airtel, 
2/5/6 8 requesting a review of visa records to determine if 
SMITH] \ entered, the United. States, also requesting 

WFO piadS Stops With United States Customs on SMITH; Bulet to 
Philadelphia, 2/9/68. 

Enclosed for the PH office per instructions in SSg 
Buairtel, 1/16/68, is one xerox copy of WFO let dated Q/lO/Sffi 
with enclosed LHM a nd WFO let dated 1/24/68 both captioned f ™ 

I aka; SM - C" . 

1 C. 

On 2 /15/68 the sub.i ect 1 s passport file which was « 
reviewed by SA l I at the Passport Office, ■ 

United States Department of State (USDS), revealed the 
following information: A 

\> i « y f:., . 6-^0 / 

ft- t- 0 L . J !/ /C y , 

(2)- Bureau ^ t-/ , c ^ 

2 - Philadelphia (100-34744) (Enel. 3) (RM) & 

1 - WF0 f r £ ! 

ECR :dab 

( 6 ) C. C. - Bishop REG* 31 / oo - ij 9 r / to % £, 
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WFO 100-24914 
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WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH was issued passport 
Z 687009 on 7/25/67 at Paris, Prance. According to a notice 
published in the Federal Register on 2/16/67 this passport 
was valid for a period of 3 years for travel to all countries 
except Cuba, Mainland China, North Korea and North Vietnam. 

In his application for this passport dated 7/24/67 
at Paris, France, SMITH indicated he was born 2/6/27 at 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and listed his permanent residence 
as 35 rue Geoffrey Street, Helaire, Paris 5, France. He stated 
in this application that his parents were WILLIAM SMITH, born 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1900 "(?)", now deceased and 
BERTHA EDITH SMITH, nee SMITH born Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
1909 "(?)", now residing in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He 
stated that both parents were United States citizens. SMITH 
indicated under his travel plans that he intended to remain 
abroad "in def initelvT . Hexfurt her indicated that he was last 
married to I I on 10/31/61 at Paris, France 

and that she was not a Sniped States citizen haviiigtbeen born 
11/13/36 in Paris, France. 


In the event o. 
person to be notified as 


f daath nr a cni de>nt SMTTH H atari th£L 


file : 


The following description appeared in Subject's 


Height : 
Hair : 

E^cs: 

Occupation : 


5 feet 11 inches 
Black 

Blrtown 

Journalist 



A photo of the subject is available and copies will 
be sent Philadelphia and the Bureau when processed . 


SMITH'S file revealed that a previous passport ZI36168 
which had been issued 7/9/62 in Paris, France had been cancelled. 
A review of the application for this passport which was dated 
7/9/62 at Paris, France revealed the following information 
which did not appear on the subject's 7/24/67 application. 
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Street adaress in the event of death or accident. 

Subject's passport file disclosed the following 
telegram stamped "Limited Official Use", dated 8/8/67 from 
the American Embassy, Niamey, Republic of Niger which was 
sent to 8 other American Embassies in that part of the world 
and to the USDS, Washington, D. C. 

"For past ten days the local newspaper has been 
running daily installments of series of articles by AFP 
(Agence France Presse), Special Correspondent, WILLIAM 
GARDNER/Jon" current riots, agitation and Negro problems in 
US. SMITH said to be American Negro journalist and novelist 
living for past 15 years in Paris. Local press picking up 
this series verbatim from AFP ticker service. These stories, 
coupled with dramatic photos of recent disturbances, are 
certain to be read by anyone picking up the daily newspaper. 
While last few day's installments plus those yet to come may 
moderate the exaggerations of the first several articles in 
series, overall result quite likely to be damaging to general 
image in Niger. Following impression will probably reMin 
salient in most readers minds: Bulk of American Negroes share 

CARMICHAEL and BROWN thesis that Negroes no longer consider 
themselves Americans, reject Viet-Nam war effort, and 
enthusiastically embrace violence as only vague solution 
their economic and social problems. 

"We are watching these articles carefully in effort 
determine how best counter the effect we fear. Meanwhile, 
would be helpful to us and doubtless of interest Department 
to know whether these articles being picked up by your local 
press. We have not noted any radio references as yet." 
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Subject's passport file as reviewed above and the 
records of the o ffice of Security . USDS, which were reviewed 
on 2/14/68 by SA| did not reflect any infor- 

mation pertaining to SMITH'S contacts or activities other 
than the 8 / 8/67 telegram set forth above. 

Regarding Philadelphia's request in referenced 
airtel fo r WFO to review visa records regarding SMITH and 

~1 it is pointed out that the USDS does not have visa 
records for native born United States citizens such as SMITH 
WFO is prese ntly awaiting the results o f a visa record check 
on subject's ! 1 and will furnish this 

information to the Bureau and Philadelphia when obtained. 

It is also noted that by Bureau routing slip dated 
2/9/68 Philadelphia is being requested to place appropriate 
stops at the local United States Customs office therefore 
WFO will take no further action regarding this lead. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-37^69) * datt 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-161952) (RUC) 


3 / 1/68 * 


subject: 


WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 
- MISCELLANEOUS • 

(RACIAL INTELLIGENCE SECTION) 
(00 : PHILADELPHIA ) 


ReBuairtel to Philadelphia; Legate Paris and WFO , 
dated 1/16/68, captioned as above, 

A review of New York indices on 2/21/68, reveals 
numerous references under the name WILLIAM SMITH, 


The following references to WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 
are believed to be identical with the subject: 

On 4/1 7/614-, an- anonymous source advised that the 
name and address of WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH was contained in 
the records located on the 9th floor, 832 Broadway, New 
York City, occupied by the New Centry Publishers, Political 
Affairs, and Masses and Mainstream. 

• l 

New Centry Publishers has been | 
identified by JOHN LAUTNER, . 
former CP functionary, as being 
the pamphlet publishing house 
of the CP, USA. He also advised 
that "Political Affairs" is the 
ATI ° W C theoretical organ of the CP, USAi, 
while "Masses 'and Mainstream" is 




the cultural organ. 


The above information was furnished to the 
Philadelphia Office by New York dated 6/28/54 > 

captioned as above. icw maS? 
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NY 100-161952 




;0n l^/U/65, 


advised that one WILLIAM 


GARDNER SMITH was the author of an article concerning 

MALCOLM X furnished b vl . 

of ’’Freedomways" magazine. 


Contacts with the following New York informants 
during January and February, 1968, failed to reveal any 
additional information regarding the subject:/^/ ^ 
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ReBuairtel, 1/16/68. 
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will he furnished with any additional information received-ufoO-^ 
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UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


A A iTifl 

WASHINGTON; ii v G. -20535 


WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 


February 23,1968 


■Av-f T, American Embassy, h 

Paris, advised on 2/21/68 that inquiry disclosed that the b 

subject is employed as the news editor of the English language 
section of the French Press Agency. This organization sent 
him to the United States during the Summer of 1967 to report 
on the racial riots. fUA' Lm VrO 


According to | 1 the subject is described 

by people in the newspaper world as a "Black Revolutionary."^ 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-379969) 


LEG AT,' PARIS (15 74,12) (P) 

WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 
SM - MISCELLANEOUS 
(RACIAL INTELLIGENCE SECTION) 
(oo - PH) . ■; 



date: 3 /4/m 


'CUssT^mi/ 

heason-fcim 


fPTC 


Remylet and- LHM to Bureau 2/2 3/68 . 

a fid*- cMu/Ua* btcC fruj'u/i $*4r* ~gr' 

Enclosed are ten copies of an LHM containing infor- 
mation received from, the R egional Security Office. American 

* ‘ 2/28/68 J 


One copy ol t 
information purposes to 




We will continue to' be. alert' for information of 
interest regarding the subject and advise the Bureau. 
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11. My Siilitary or naval service been — ~“..i 

(COUNTRl 


OFFICE 

USE 


(BP-ANCH. or SERVICE) 


12. -&I rT^-T '^ TlPil applied for first citizenship papers in the United States. Date of application 

(HAVE. HAVE NOT) 


First citizenship papers received » 

(DATE) (NUMBER) (CITY) 


Filed petition for naturalization — ^ 

(DATE) 


(CITY) /-. ^ 


13. -£1 have the following specified relatives living in the United States: 

Kother accompanying 

Parent(s) .. HIS Husband or wife Children 

(NONE. OR ONE. OR BOTH) (ITS OR NO) 


14. I been arrested or indicted for, or convicted of any offense (or offenses). These offenses are: 

(HAVE. HAVE Non 

Nature of offense Date of arrest Place of arrest Disposition of case 


15. Within the past 5 years I been affiliated with or active in (a member of, official of, a 

(HAVE. HAVE NOT) . . |. 

worker for) organizations, devoted in whole or in part to influencing or furthering in the united States, the political 


activities, public relations, or public policy of any other government. 



AFFIDAVIT FOR PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER 


I have read or have had read to me the above statements, and 
do hereby swear (or affirm) that these statements are true and 
complete to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


j Subscribed and sworn to (or 

affirmed) before me this . day 

of. , 194... at the place 

designated by the official seal below. 


(SIGNATURE OT REGISTRANT) 


AFFIDAVIT FOR PARENT OR GUARDIAN ONLY 


(REGISTERING OFFICIAL) 


I am the ... 


mother 


PRINT 7TAFTE, ADDRESS, AND BUSINESS OF 
PEKSON SIGNING THIS AFFIDAVIT IN 9 (c), 
ABOVE. ! 


(PARENT OF. OR GUARDIAN OF -OR PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR) 


under years of gtee Subscribed and sworn to (or 

the above-named alien, who is — St — .. . _ ... T8+.hj 

(under i« years of age. or insane) affirmed) before me this .„'ri..r - uay 

and have made the above allegations for him (or her). I have of y->Juiy p 6, at t jje place 


read or have had the same read to me, and do hereby swear 
(or affirm) that they are true and complete to the best of my 
knowledge, information, and belief. 

IVtgnv ttf.e" of” pVrln -r oV. on" of aroun of. or. perron resfonsikle for the alien) 


signaled by piepfficial zfial at the 


jmmm * 7 

(KKCJI5T KKiNG OFFICIAL) 



vf certify that the within named registrant arrived in the United States on the S. S. 

; v'V •< ft IQdfi RSN VORK. - 




OJ. .1.1. at the port of - - - and was inspected by me and duly 

(DATE) . . I .Lv c . 


(IMMIGRATION OFFICER) 


c 
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File No. 


TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

March 4, 1968 


(, <• 


WILLIAM GARDNEJ 


>MITH 


/ ; The following information was received on February 

28 , 1968 , from the Regional Security Office, American Embassy,,. 
Paris, France, which was obtained by them from a check of / 
French Police records:, _ / Ss'' 

WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH, ^born February 6, 19 2.V^r 
Philadelphia, Penns v-lvania . son of WILLIAM and BERTHIP^SMITH , 
entered France' "vi’aHie Havre * on' October 1 !^, 1951. He nald 
-United States Passport #511657 , issue'd. in Washington ; ✓ 

September 27 , 19 51. ,0n arrival in Fra pee . he ^rtat e dAe wa.s~; / ^ 

about to be .divorced from an American, 

in the United Stages. He quickly cohabitecKwith a Frenchwoman 


1 I resided together successively at 18 rue de 

Tournon, Paris 6, from 1952 to 1954, and at 34 rue de Moscou, 
Paris 8, from 1954 to 1956. 

SMITH has always abided by administrative regulations 
in France as applied to aliens. He was a journalist and held 
a French Foreign Journalist Permit. Speaking French and 
English fluently, he worked with the Agence France Presse 
during 1954 as a writer-translator. He also did translation 
work for various French magazines. 

SMITH moved to 93 rue Belliard, Paris 18, on 
September 2, 1958, and on January 28, 1960, to 47 rue Mouffetard, 
Paris 5. On March 6, 1963, he .was reported as residing at 
,12 rue du Cherche Midi, and finally on November 7, 1966, when 
''issued his last French Resident Permit (Privileged Resident 
Permit #AA-42161, valid through July 9, 1976), he stated he 
was residing at 35 rue Geoffroy Saint Hilaire. 
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WILLIAM GARDNER ^MITH / / 

/i / r ■* ^ 7~yy 

SMITH, inpthe meanwhile, had obtained his divorce in 
the United States, although no date^is mentioned in the records, 
and he was married. --on October 31, ^96^.,. in Paris 6, to a 


As SMITH was a journalist continuously residing in 
France (and who is a Negro) , various routine police checks 
have been made concerning him politically. According to a 
report of the Direction de la Surveillance du Territoire (French 
domestic counterespionage service), Paris, he is said to have 
been known in the United States as a communist sympathizer 
during 1948. 

The Paris American Committee to Stopwar , whose 
honorary ! [recently 

named SMITH as replacement - of Vice President I L 

who returned to the United States. It appears that he was 
chosen on account of his profession on the one hand, for his 
political opinions which he does not hide and which he 
expressed, at a meeting held at the Quaker Organization premises, 
113 rue de Vaugirard’, Paris, and also because of his race and 
its problems in the United States at the present time. 

The General Intelligence Section of the Paris Police 
suspects SMITH of having contacts with "Black Power." • 

Notices were posted in prominent places in American 
organizations in Paris. advertising a round-table discussion 
to be held on February 29, 1968, at 9:00 PM, at the American 
Students and Artists Center, 261 Boulevard Raspail, Paris, 
regarding "Black Power" and "Black Revolution." It was 
indicated that WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH would be the principal 
speaker. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-379969) 


FROM: 


SAC, WFO (100-24914) (RUC) 


-■■—'id 


WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 
SM - MISCELLANEOUS 
(Racial Intelligence Section) 
(00: PH) 


Re WFO airtel 2/19/68. 

Enclosed for the Bureau and the Philadelphia office 
is one zerox copy each of INS Alien Registration Foreign 
Service Form dated 11/30/46 pertaining tek captioned subject’s 

Wife * • Or ■/ /-. / V 

On 3/8/68 IC 1 1 caused a search to be 

made of the files of the Central Office, Immigration ar^d^ 

Naturalization Service (tns ) . Washington. D C Vtplat4vp to-. — 

any record of the subject* s i 

These files revealed the enclosed Alien Registration Foreign 
Service Form d ated 11/30/46 which pertains to the subject’s 
~1 however, there is no current information 
regarding any United States entries or departures on her 

3 ! - Bureau (Enel. 1) 

2 - Philadelphia (Enel. 1) (RM) / 

1 “ WFO fC J 

REC 6b y ^ 1 

ECR: dab 

( 6 ) 

G. C* E ‘ EB MAR 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Chargi 
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"LETTER 


CONFiaEMTlAi: 


SAC, Philadelphia (100-34744) 
Director , (yfe-379969)- ' 


WILLIAM GAREWER SMITH 
SM - MISCELLANEOUS 


May 6, 1968 



Reurairtel April 23, 1968 • 

Authority is granted to interview Mrs* Bertha 
Earle, sub ject's mother, Doctors Lemuel and Edvard Sewell , 
the fa ther ! 

1 and the latter, if available, for any Information 
they may have concerning subject and his trip to the 
United States during 1967* 

These interviews must be conducted in a discreet 
manner based on the premise outlined in referenced airtel* 
Under no circumstances should it be revealed to any of the 
above individuals that we had previously received 
information indicating that subject had returned to the 
United States in 1967* 


.•a cf.o 

i < - 


Promptly advise the Bureau of the results of 
ieach and every interview. ' 
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CLASSIFICATION PER OGA LETTER 
DATED 07-0 4-2006 



TO: Director, FBI (100-379969) A 

FROM: SAC, Philadelphia (100-34744) (P ) 

SUBJECT: WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH; 

SM - MISCELLANEOUS 

(RAC IAL INTELLIGENCE SECTIONS) 

(S) Re Bureau airtel dated 1/16/68. ’ ' ' 

A review of Philadelphia files reflecting results 
of investigation of "Black Power" and militant groups 
fails to reflect any Information indicating subject returned 
to the States or met with militant groups in Philadelphia. 
Racial sources were unable to furnish any Information in 
this matter. 

T.ieutenant l I Civil Disobedience Unit, 

and Captainl L Intelligence Unit, Philadelphia 

Police Department, advised their records fail to reflect 
any indication subject was involved with any racial groups 
in Philadelphia. 
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The above information also contained the request 
that the Bureau take no action on the basis of the above 
Information without prior coordination with that agency. 

A review of the flies reflects subject’s mother, 
Mrs. BE RTHA EDITH SMITH. Is residing at 1330 South 20th 
Street 1 


Phi ladelphia indices fail to reflect any informat ion 
pertaining to 


In view of the above, it is felt this matter may 
best be resolved through intervie ws of subject’s mo ther. 


b6 
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3 and possibly wlth f" 
The interviews could be 


conducted in connection with subject’s anti-American writings. 
It is felt that due to the passage of time since this 
information was originally r eceived, it is felt the above 
interviews could be conducted" 


Bureau authority is requested to Interview the 
above individuals in an effort to resolve this matter. 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Da te: 5/13/68 


Plaintext or code) 


( Priority ) 
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TO: Director, FBI (100-379969) 

FROM % SAC, Philadelphia (100-34744) (p) 

0 

SUBJECT: WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 
SM - MISCELLANEOUS 





Reb ulet dated 5/6/68 which authorize d the 

interview of 1 I Mt>r . 

BERTHA EA RLE ' subject * a mother. | 
subjects 

On 5/10/68.1 ^ 

I were interviewed. I advised he 

had last seen subject prior to his departure to Europe \ 
in 1951. I I did not particularly care for the 

subject as he wa s a ' know it all.” A few months after 
sub.lect I ~1 a rrived in Paris in the latter part 

of 1951, sub.lect* si I left Pa ris for London to seek 
employment. LaterT l sent her money to return 

to the states. He believed subject has returned to the 
states on one occasion but could not elaborate. 



Bureau (100-379969 
Chicago (Enc . 1 ) ( 
Detroit (Enc. 1) ( 
00 


1 - WFO (100-24914) (Info) 







ecial<£jgent ira/Charge 









1 






EH 100-34744 


k 


I I further advised subject had visited the 

States in August of 196? to see his family and he returned 
to Paris Just before Labor Day. During his vis it * she had 
seen him on ab< ut four different occasions but could furnish 
no information concerning his activities while in the States. 
She did state, however, he departed the country from New 
York City and believed he may have entered at the same place. 
Subject did not reveal his plans and she is of firm opinion 
subject has not accumulated any wealth nor did he indicate 
he had access to any substantial amount of funds. 


I I stated she did not agree with some of 

his ideas but she did feel he had a legitimate interest 
in civil rights matters in this country. She had no knowledge 
of his association with any black militant groups or leaders. 



Efforts to interview Mrs. EARLE, subject's mother, 
were negative. 
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mother in an effort to obtain subject's it'nerary during the 
summer of 1967 
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Enclosed herewith for Chicago, Detroit, and St. 


Louis are photographs of subject. These offices are 
requested to review indices and exhibit photographs to 
logical sources to determine any information concerning his 
travels. New York is alsorequested to exhibit subject’s 
photo to sources active in black militant groups, especially 
those close to CARMICHAEL, 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-379969) 

SAC, Philadelphia (100-34744) (P) 

WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 

SM - MISCELLANEOUS 

(00 : Philadelphia ) 


Remyairtel dated 5/13/68. 

On 5/13/68 Mrs. BERTHA EDITH EARLE, mother of 
subject, was interviewed at her residence, 1330 South 20th 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mrs. EARLE advised her son originally departed the 
States during the latter part of 1951 because he felt that 
because he was a Negro he had not been given equal 
.opportunity. When subject o riginally left the States he 
was accompanied by I who later retu rned to the States 

and obtained a divorce. Subject married a 

I | He is currently residing in Paris and | , 

employed by Agence France — Presse (French Press Agency). 1^1 I 
8/6 7 he returned to Paris L-iv. ■ shortly before Labor Day. y 

Mrs. EARLE further stated subject’s trip to the jy 
States was actually an assignment by the Agence France- 
Presse and he worked out of that office in New York City. 
According to subject, the racial situation in . the States was 
depicted in the French press as a Negro uprising and. he was 
sent to cover aiud report on these incidents. According. to 
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, EARLE, subi®? % iidted the situation in the States is 
nearly as bacrMl^jJj/iat depicted in the French press and he 

Bureau ( 100-379969 ) / d & ' 1 — 3 

New York (100-161952 )' — — — — — 

Detroit (Info) 

St. Louis (Info) 8 MAY 17 1968 ^ 

Chicago (Info) 
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felt much progress had been made, by the Negro. While in 
the States subject would spend several days at home and then 
travel to seme other city. Sh# cculd not recall the cities he 
visited but did state he had indicated he was in Detroit arid . 
Chicago, He would return to the office in New York to submit 
his activities. 



Mrs. EARLE stated an article concerning French writers 
had appeared in the New York Times. This article believed to 
have been published in mid-April 196 8 included a write-up and 
photograph of SMITH. 

Mrs. EARLE said that although subject appears to be 
doing well in Paris, he did not pqssess any wealth and did not 
indicate he had access to any great amount of funds. Also, she 
had no knowledge subject associated with any groups, 

Since concrete inf creation concerning SMITH'S visit 
to the States has bg°r. obtained fro m his mother 1 | 

the interview of j I will not be conducted. 

New York is requested to review the Mew York 
Times for the month of April 1968 and submit the above-described 
article to Philadelphia, -■ 


New York is also requested to attempt to verify 
subject's assignment with Agence France-Presse (Trench Press 
Agency.) 

Offices receiving copies of this airtel should 
expedite coverage of leads in their territories and submit 
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date: 6/11/68 


Re Philadelphia airtel to Bureau, 5/13/68* 

Detroit indices contain no information 
identifiable with captioned subject* 

Photograph of subject was exhibited to 
the following Detroit informants, familiar with 
racial matters, and all advised that the subject 
is unknown to them, and that they possess no 
information concerning his alleged travel to Detroit :C 


by SA 


contacted 6/10/68, by 


contacted 6/7/68 , by 


(Prob), contacted 6/11/68, 
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to : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-379969) date: 

J ^htpfo C^ei t) 3 

from : SAC, PHILADELPHIA (100-34744) (P)-^ ; ' S.B..B 
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subject: WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 
SM - MISCELLANEOUS 
(RACIAL INTELLIGENCE SECTION) 
(00 : PHILADELPHIA) h?£ 


1 , 
1 «xV: 


V’.r , 




Re Bureau airtel to Philadelphia dated 1/16/68; and }\ fl\ 
Philadelphia airtels dated 5/13 and 15/68. A; ’ll 

j ) 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are ten (10) copies 
of a letterhead memorandum concerning captioned individual. b6 
Copies are being sent to Chicago, Detroit, New York, St. Louis, b 7 c 
and WFO for information since they have leads outstanding in 
this case. 

Subject's passport was reviewed by SA|_ 

Form FD-315 (Stop Notice) has been placed with INS. 
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For the information of the Bureau and interested 
offices, the LHM of Legat Paris, dated 3/4/68, reflects WILLIAM 
GARDNER SMITH was last issued a French Resident Permit Privileged > 
Resident Permit #AA-42161, Valid through July 9, 1976. )£/, p^ 

/ t R 

Also, the LHM o f Legat Paris, date d 2/23/68, reflects q-q 
information obtained from | I Press Attache, ‘ 

American Embassy, Paris, that subject employed as a News Editor 
of the French Press Agency was sent by this firm to the United 
States during the summer of 1967, to report on the racial riots. ^ c 

nUCSP*** 
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It is to be noted this information was corroborated during the 
interview of subject's mother. 
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WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 


On February 15 , 1968 , a review of the records of the 
Passport Office, U 0 S* Department of State, reflects the ^jJLa 2 \ 
following: (if J 

WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH was issued passport 2 6 87 00 9 
on July 25, 1967, at Paris France* According to a notice I 
published in the Federal Register on February 16, 1967, this LfH DrD 
passport was valid for a period of three years for travel to esfhcfei^ 
all countries except Cuba, Mainland China, North Korea, and W&iv 
North V ictnara . {u j ^y. ^ 

In his application for this passport dated July 24, 1967, 
at Paris, France, SMITH indicated he was born February 6, 1927, 
at Philadelphia, Pa* , and listed his permanent residence as 
35 rue Geoffroy St* , Helaire, Paris 5, France* He stated in 
this application that his parents were WILLIAM SMITH (deceased) 
and BERTHA SMITH residing in Philadelphia* The subject 
indicated he planned to remain a broad H indefinitely* v He further 
indicated he was last married to I I on 

October 3-1, 1961, at Paris, France, and that she was not a Z ) 
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WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 


LT 1 1 

^ ~ United States citizen having been 
w k Paris cf a) ■- " 


bom November 13, 1936 3 in 


SMITH’S file revealed that a previous passport t 136168 
issued on July 9, 1962, in Paris, France, had been cancelled. 

A review of the application for this passport revealed additional 
information. He listed his permanent residence as 1330 South 
20th Streets Philadelphia, Pa. He indicated his mother, Mrs. EDITH 
EARLE was born on March 26, 1910 ,and she- should be notified at 
the 20th Street address in the event of death pr^accident. /j 


Records of the Immigration 
;hington, D»C 0 , reflect an 


.d Naturalization Se: 
.<an Reg istration for 


Records of the Identification Division reflect WILLIAM 
GARDNER SMITH was fingerprinted on January 8, 1946, by the United 
States Army in Philadelphia and had been assigned Army Serial 
Number 43013962. • / 



Characterization of SNCC is attached herewith. 





WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 


X 


‘ Cjb February 15, 19 68 


a confidential source abroad 


advisec‘ 1 [ reportedly left Paris, France, for the 

United itates on January 19, 196 8 „ While in Paris she was in 
contact with the Cuban diplomatic establishment which lent her some 
films to show friends „ She was not able to show them before her ^ 
departure, but requested one of her friends to take charge of this^ 


sen April H , 196 8 ,| J advised.'; that one william tiftKUNLK 

SM ITH was The author of an article coriEcrning MALCOLM X furnish ed 
bv I > a ^ , 1 

of ?? Freedomway s” Magazine N 

(U) z\ . 

A characterization of "Freedomways " is attached herewitho 

( U) r_ 

fon January 22, 19 65 J H^ de^av ail able stationery of the 
American Institute for "Marxist Studie s (AIMS) which lists 

WoEJ, DU 30IS, as one 

■ or the • rounding sponsors 
A characterization of AIMS is attached herewith , 


The "New York Times" on August 28, 1963, page 3, 
contained an article indicating WoEoB* DU BOIS, during hia 
later years, was active in many left-wing and Communist activities* 
In the fall of 1961, at the age of 93, he joined the Communist Party 
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WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 


s^rfT 


A review of the records at City Hall, Philadelphia, Pa. , 


July 23 g 1949 3 in Philadelphia, Pa. [ 


WILLIAM Go SMITH wera married on 

"I was 


granted 


a divorce on January 11, 1957, on causes of desertion on or about 
March 6, 19 52. The defendant, WILLIAM Go SMITH, was not present 
nor was he represented by counsel » 


Mav IQ, la &S , [ 




advised subject was marriecl 
1 but several years ago she obtained a divorce 


He had 

last seen the subject just a few days prior to his departure for 
Europe in October, 1951 8 I I did not particularly care 

for the subject as he was a "know-it- all Q " A few months after 


left the 


subject l 1 arrived in Paris ^ 

subject and traveled to London to seek employment » Later, cm 

in London so she could return 


on one occasion 

information. 


believed subject has returned to the States 
but h& was unable to furn ish any additional 


On Mav 10. 1968 


| advised she and the subject were 


I In October, 1951, they traveled to Paris, 
France, where their domestic difficulties continued, and in March, 
1952, she left him in Paris and traveled to London. She returned 
to the States a few months later. Her divorce granted in 1957, 
was - un contested. Although divorced, she occasionally corresponds 
with him. The most recent contact was approximately one month 
before when he wrote to her requesting she contact his mother. 
Subject °s stepfather had passed away in March of 1968, and the 


subject expressed concern, over his mother 5 s 


welfare 


] further advised the subject had returned to 

He remained in 


b6 

b7C 


the States m August, 1967, to visit his family, 
the States about one month and he returned to Paris just a few 
days prior to Labor Day. During his visit, she had seen him on 
about four different occasions, but could furnish no information 
concerning his activities while in the States. Subject did not 
reveal his plans or itinerary, but she believed he arrived and 
departed from New York. She stated the subject has had several 
of his books published, but he has not accumulated any wealth, 
nor did he indicate he had access to any substantial amounts of funds. 
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WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 

I I stated she did not agree with some of his 

ideas 9 but she felt he possessed a legitimate interest in civil 
rights matters in this country . She had no knowledge of his, 
association w ith any Black Militant Groups or leaders. 


On May 13, 1968, Mrs, BERTHA E'BlTFKEARLE, mother of 
subjects was interviewed at her residence,} 1330 South 20th St., 
Philadelphia, Pa., at which time she stated her son originally 
departed the States during the latter part of 1951, because he 
felt that as a Negro he had not been given equal o pportunity . 

When subject left the States he was accompanied by l I who 

later returne d to the States and obtained a divor ce.- Her son 
later married | I He is currently 

residing in Paris and employed by Agence France ^ Press© (French 
Press Agency). In August, 1967, he visited the S*\ ’ nfj , but v v 
returned to Paris a few days prior to Labor Day. V 

/v. . 

Mrs. EARLE further stated subject^ trip to the States 
was actually an assignment by the Agence France - Presse and he 
worked out of that office in New York City. The subject had 
told the mother that the French press had depicted the racial 
situation in the States as a Negro uprising and he was assigned to 
cover and report on these incidents. 

Subject stated the situation in the States is not nearly 
as serious as that reported in the French press and , he felt much 
progress had been made by the Negro. While in the states, subject 

would report to the office in New York City and he would then 

travel to the various cities to cover the racial situations. He 
spent several days in Philadelphia visiting his family. Subject 
never discussed his complete itinerary, but he did indicate he 
was in Detroit and Chicago. Also, he would always report to the 
New York Office to submit his articles. 


Mrs. EARLE stated that although subject appeared to be 
doing well in Paris , he did not possess any wealth and he did 
not indicate he had access to any great amount of funds. Mrs. 
EARLE had no knowledge that subject associated with any groups. 


Lieut< 


Captain! 


Civil Disobedience Unit; and 

Intelligence Unit 9 Philadelphia Police 
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WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 
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Department, advised WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH has not come to their 
attention during their investigations of racial groups in the 

Philadelphia area* 


Confidential sources who are familiar with some of the 
activity of racial groups in New York and Philadelphia advised 
they had no knowledge concerning the subject . 


S 



APPENDIX 

CHARACTERIZATIONS OF ORGANIZATIONS 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR MARXIST STUDIES (AIMS) 


A source advised on April 9, 1963, that on April 7, 1963, 
at a meeting of the District Committee of the Communist Party (CP) 
of New England, held in Boston, Massachusetts, HERBERT APTHEKER 
stated he was developing an organization called American Institute 
for Marxist Studies (AIMS) which would eventually legalize the 
CP, He stated AIMS would publish literature on History, Science, 
Physics, Archeology, and other subjects which would be put out 
quarterly with various supplements = U 

A second .source advised on June 30, 1966, -that HERBERT 
APTHEKER was elected to the National Committee, CPU5A, at the 
18th National Convention of the CPUSA held June 2 2 f - 26 , 1966, in 
New York City c \ , .n 

A third source advised on June 7, 1963, that on 
June 3 , 1963 , HERBERT^ APTHEKER spoke at the CP of New York 
District Board meeting concerning AIMS, APTHEKER stated AIMS 
would unite and strengthen the CP although the CP would not be 
connected with it. He stated AIMS was being formed within the 
scope of the Me Carran and Smith Acts and would legally bring 
Marxist material and opinions to the attention of American 
scholars and the general public^v^ 


A fourth source reported on August 29, 1966 , that AIMS 
issues a ’’Newsletter” every other month. This source also made 
available the information that AIMS issues publications and holds 
symposiums concerning Marxism, \j 


A fifth source advised on May 9, 1967, that as of that 
date, AIMS was located at 2 0 East 30th Street, New York City.. 
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SEB«£T 


FREEDOMWAYS ASSOCIATES 


The records of the New York State Secretary of State, 
Albany, New York, show that the Certificate of Incorporation of 
Freedomways Associates, Inc.. , was filed on March 2, 1961. 

On May 24, 1961, a source advised that a report was 
given on " Freedomways” at a meeting of the National Board, 

Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), held on May 24, 1961. It was 
stated that the central purpose of "Freedomways” is to develop 
a theory and positive criticism of currents in the Negro Move- 
ment, as well as to raise the level of understanding and discussion 
taking place in Negro life today and to project a socialist and 
pro-Soviet orientation. 


was -set 


On May 25, 1961, a second source advised that "Freedomways" 
up for the CPUSA by JAMES JACKSON „ 


The First Quarter, 1967, issue of " Freedomways , " self- 
described as "A Quarterly Review of the Negro Freedom Movement" 
published by Freedomways Associates, Incorporated, 799 Broadway, 
New York City, lists the following as its editorial staff: 



A thi rd source made avai lable information on July 1, 1964, 
indicating that I I attended the first and founding 

meeting of the American Institute for Marxist Studies (AIMS) which 
was held on December 19, 1963, and continued on January 10, 1964. 
This source als o made a vailable information on August 14, 1964, 
indicating that ! I is an "Associate" of AIMS. 

On March 16, 1966. the second source ad vised that JAMES 

JACKSON, accompanied by , was scheduled 

to depart on March 25, 1966, from the United States en route to 
Moscow to attend the 23rd Congress of the CP of the Soviet Union. 
This source described JAMES JACKSON as a member of the National 
Committee, CPUSA. 



fcr tr 





On July 26, 1966, a fourth source identified J 0 Ho O’DELL 
as a member of the CPo 

On January 30, 1961, 

| advised that 

I mentioned on December 17, 1960, 
that he was still in the CP and that the CP is his whole life* 


On July 24, 1963, a fifth source described 
as a CP member c 
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STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE 


Literature distributed by the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC), headquartered at 360-362 Nelson Street, So W., Atlanta, Georgia, describes 
itself as not being a membership organization* but rather an agency attempting to 
stimulate and foster the growth of local protest movements* SNCC was boro out of 
the sit-in movement which erupted across the South beginning on February 1, I960-. 

A conference at Raleigh, North Carolina, that Spring, brought together many of the 
demonstrating Southern students in a loose network of militant youth which was ■ 
officially named SNCC in October, I960, 


A source has advised that in Kay. 1966,. Stokely Carmichael was elected 
National Chairman by the Central Committee. In Kay, 1967 Carmichael was replaced 
as Chairman by Ho Rap Brown, with Carmichael assuming the position of Recruiter 
and Organizer for the SNCC* In August, 1967 3 at the invitation c>f Fidel Castro, 
Carmichael participated in the Organization of Latin American Solidarity Confer- 
ence - which was held in Havana, Cuba* Subsequent t hereto r Carmichael traveled to 
Hanoi and other sections of North Vietnam.. He returned to the United States in 
December, 1967, at which time his passport was picked up because of travel to un~ 
aut. h o r i z e d c o un trie s . 


A source advised that when Carmichael was sl.ee te 
organization embarked on a program of eliminating CaueaerU 
the election of H* Rap Brown as Chairman in 1967, it onibar 
struggle for human rights and to take a fine stand » rains* 
rights by the American Government, and to strong: hen its pr 
the draft and to the United States in - - olvenent in Vie Inarm. 


Chairman of SNCC, the 
is from its ranks.. With 
osd cn a world- vise 
violations- of these 
,>gr sms of opposition to 


Literature distributed in February-. 1968 ; identifies SNCC as an organiza- 
tion in the revolutionary vanguard. It advocates that to be successful it is 
necessary to ’develop a revolutionary ideology and revolutionary program* 

Gn August 13, 3.967, while addressing a group in the Watts area of Los 
Angeles, California-. H * Rap Brown said "You better shape up America, or v/e’ll 
burn you down." Later in February, 1968, in a publicized note Brown wrote, 
".America, it takes my death to organize, my people to revolt against you and to 
organize your jails to revolt against you. and to organize your children, your 
God, your poor, your country, and to organize mankind to rejoice in your destruct- 
ion and ruin, then here ? s my life." 
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subject: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-379969) 


SAC, PHILADELPHIA (157-2828 ) (P) 


WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 
SM - MISCELLANEOUS 
(RACIAL INTELLIGENCE SECTION) 
(00: PHILADELPHIA) 


as above . 


Remyairtels dated 5/13/68 and 5/15/68, entitled 


Referenced airtels set forth leads for Chicago, 
St. Louis, and New York. These offices are requested to 
expedite coverage of these leads. 
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PSSK’ii r-p r r p'l 
huu&e ta iJAfeuis-i. -J.J 


SH 



Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Kegularly on the Fay roll Savings 



CO 


Page one of report is FDPS page 190 


£;• 1 A 

VV-N 


. i rector 

lentr&l let alii ^encs f sncy 


.v® hm b^an att opting to As termini ths &zt$sit of 
for-ai^ iVif.uKMt* jnd/or involvement. in th*> bi&ck nationalist 

zrovavvMit in the United State*, In this regard, the inCividu&J a 
• ' stationed above, including tht vontt iiwcLvac in SNCC activities 
in Taria, ar« of particti} ??r 

(U) 

There probably sre contacts b-atwa an the:: .lr.- f ivi duai s 

and black mi litant? in this country such a & 1 

I the International Affaire lo&satrsion of * iv . . , in 
Aev York ;ity, Any dats you could develop in this regard 
would be appreciated, .e would also Ilka to receive any 
available inforttaticn ragerejing the activities of the 
individual® mentioned above while they are residing or travel in* 


If you receive any information regarding ether 
United States cit leans who, while abroad, nay be engaged in 
activities in behAlf of militant black national 1st groups 
in this country, would appreciate the receipt of such data 


ATT IdTICH: SAGs, CKARLCTTl, GHI£VX’ t 1128 HAV13I, HITUA^-IPIIIA, 

/IQ PITTSBURGH; 

For your info rmation! I is the 

subject of Chicago file l I Ail lien Gar dner Smith 

is tha subject of Philadelphia file 100 -34744; 

| is the subject of Chicago file [ I 

| is th e subject of Pittsburgh file] 

| is the subject of New Haven file /£xi/ 


ACT C : Classified "S^p^t" at it contains information 

received from Bureau sources. Unauthorized disclosure of 1 
information might jeopardise these sources and be prejudic: 
to national defense interests. Though we have previously « 

the of information developed r 

presence of black nationalists abroad, it is belie ved thr ^ 
should include this^ data in one overall letter andF 


- 2 - 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
pPEIH IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 


Ul) 157-8141 


DATE: 06-05-2007 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 AUC BAW/RS/VCF 
DECLASSIFY OH: 25X 3.3(1) ^ 

06-05-2032 CLASSIFICATION^** i 
DATED 07-09-20lP 


OCrA LETTER 




July 25, 1968 


CLASS 


SXT. 




iflES- 


BY LXAZSU. 

1 - Mr. G. C. Isoor 
1 - Liaison 


France, | | r*sLf i 

t China although h* recently 

1 is residing in rk 

Is residing in Svedan.Sf 

.'TT'. / \ 


Charlotte (See note page 2) 
Chic&go (See note page 2) 

Lew Haven (See note page 2) 
Philadelphia (See note page 2) 
Pittsburgh (See note page 2) 
i^ofK ion 


LttTOfiaramfsESTOf] 


4JUL J f^W hd (19) 


. GROUS 1 1 ,-t 

ExilUed JfroiB 










FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 


r T rarj.^jriit the following in : 




AIRTEL 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 AUC EAW/RS/VCF 
ON 07-02-2007 ! 

V ° M 


D a te: V/ 57/68 REASON • ' ’ ■ 
DATS 


( Type in plaintext or code ) 
(Priority) 



,5/V ^ 


( " 1 1 v i 

> :> L j 

! ' P" 

V- . 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-379969) 

FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (157-2877) (RUC) 


{ \)i' 


SUBJECT: WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 

SM - MISCELLANEOUS (\ 

Re Philadelphia airtels to Bureau dated 5/13/68 
and 5/15/68, captioned as above. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are ten copies of an IHM 
captioned as above. 

Chicago indices reflect no information identifiable 
with SMITH. 

First source utilized in attached LflM is I 

/ a CS-R in the Chicago Office who works with major Negro youth 
> k S a ngs in the Chicago area and who is aware of other civil 
i ! /j; rights functions going on in the Chicago area. 

j The following informants and sources, all who have 

furnished reliable information in the past, were contacted 
/Cti n an effort to establish SMITH*s present in Chicago in the 


Date Contacted 


^ ft summer of 1967: 

. f; ' $ 

f /fegr° e . 

* [ (PROB) 

(PROB) 

i Stes-Rl 1 


3 - Bureau (Eite> 10) (RM) 

2 - Philadelphia (100-34744) (Enc. 2) (RM) 
1 - Chicago v 

S* 

CBG:sp 

( 6 ) 


Contacting Agent 


7/12/68 

SA 

7/1/68 

SA 

7/1/68 

SA 

7/18/68 

SA 

7/10/68 

SA 



V O.* 

^ * 

Approved: * 

/ / ' , , ' . 

Sent 

U 

Per 


Special Agent in Charge 







CG 157-2877 

Unless advised to the contrary, no further invest! 
gat ion will be conducted by the Chicago Office. 



In Reply v Please Refer to 
Fils Ns. 7i ey^ 


JTITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF SNVESTxKtION 


Chicago , I ilinois 

JUU 3 11968 

WILLIAM GARDNER SMITE 



Juno 14, 


Reference is made to Philadelphia memorandum dated 


A source, who has furnished r© liable information 
in the past, advised in July, 19®8* after viewing a photo- 
graph of Smith, that William Gardner Smith was in Chicago 
in the summer of 1967 and believes he attended a meeting of 
the East Garfield Community Organization or a meeting held by 
this organization at the Warren Avenue Congregational Church 
located on West Madison in Chicago, Illinois. Source stated 
he has no other information regarding this individual and only 
remembers him after viewing his photograph because of his 
smile. 

The East Garfield Community Organization was a 
community organization located at 3037 West Warren 
Avenue organized to improve community conditions in 
the neighborhoods 

Sources, all who have furnished reliable information in 
the past, contacted during July, 1968, advised that they are not 
acquainted with and have no information regarding any activities 
on the part of William Gardner Smith in Chicago, Il?,inois, during 
the summer of 1967. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI). It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
optional form no. io WHERE SHOWN 0 THE FIJI SE 

MAY I8«2 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.* 


UNITED STATES 


ERNMENT 


Memorandum 



DATE: 07-17-2007 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 AUC BAU/F.S/VCF 
DECLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3(1) 
07-17-2^2 

CLA^Bl CATION PER OGA LETTER 
DATED 07-09-2007 • 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 




DIRECTOR, FBI (100-37996&J 
SAC, PHILADELPHIA (157-2828) (P*) 


WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 
SM - MISCELLANEOUS 
(00/: PHILADELPHIA) 


date: AU1-: 1 C 1CS0 



Re Philadelphia LHM and airtel dated 6/14/68 


(S ) 


Enclosed for the Bureau are ten copies of an 
LHM concerning captioned individual. One information copy 
is designated for Chicago in view of the statement in LHM 
re ELIJAH MOHAMMAD . 


Since the subject is in France, this matters is 
being placed in a P* status by the Philadelphia Office. 


r* 


By RUC airtel dated 7/30/68 ( IO ) J bhe New York 


Office advised that with the exception of 


the enclosed 


LHM, their sources in the RM field were negative concerning 
this subject. 


<U) 


a i 


INFORMANTS 


/V 


PRI I 

SMSfE on 6/6/68 . 


/§ - Bureau (100-379968) (Enc.-lO) (RM) 
1 - Chicago (Enc.-l) (RM) , 

1 - Philadelphia (l - 157-2828) / 


!/¥ 


MBD4jteYs ACS?, 


>,OSI,SEC.SERV op Tf?PC & 

I SD , CRD , RAO i O* u ' 
g< HOW FORW : ~ 


DATS FORW V J - 



as RUG 20 




, S ' 



b2 

hlD 


he 

hlC 





as > 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll 


savings 



5010-108-01 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 


^gpp^JHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 






DATE: 07-02-2007 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 AUC EADI/RS /YCF 
DECLASSIFY ON: 2SX 3.3(1) 
07-0j*2032 


'ED STATES DEPARTMENT 0 


STICE 


^ CLASSIFICATION. PER OGA LETTER 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION DATED 07 ' 09 " 2007 ^ 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 



Re Terence my communication dated June 14, 1968 . 






\ 



WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 

(U) l _^x" (U) 

. Jon June 6, 1968,1 ]?Lth whom ins®fin lent contact 
has been had To determine reliability, ad vised] that WILLIAM 
SMITH is a Negro male with relatives living in Philadelphia, Pa. 
He, SMITH, currently resides in Paris, Prance, and is employed 
by the French equivalent to the Associated Press in the United 
States as a writer. SMITH reportedly is married 
supposedly from France. 


SMITH reportedly was in the United States during 
!* 1967 for the purpose of getting in touch with 
r Mi i font groups in order to do stories on their 
ad vised] that SMITH did not state what groups 
\>d'l he did say he tried to contact the people at 


the summer. of 1967 for the purpose 
various Blac k Mil itant groups in or 
activities ad vised] that SMITH 
he c ont a ct^oViTT he did say he trie 
the New York, N.Y. , Office of SNCC, 
because they thought he was a local 
(U) 7 


but was 
reporter 


cal reporter 

ITH does not 
edlv dicLoftot 



time 


advisedj^that 'SMITH does not appear to be 
financially well off, and report edly dlcU*rot have enough m oney 
to loan to a social contact, one 1 I when con- 

tacted SMITH in Paris, France 

(uj m >f\ 

\ further adviseU\ that SMITH does not appear to 
have a working knowledge of the Black Nationalist movement in 
the United States. SMITH gives the impression of being harm- 
less. He also projects an impression of being on the feminine 
side. 
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